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SUDDEN "PLAGUE '
OF SAUCERS”

They're not from Mars or Moscow; they're not even dangerous, says U.S. Air Force

. But it’s keen to know what's behind this . . .
Herald Special Service

NEW YORK, Tues. — So many “flying saucers” have
nly been reported “xooming” over Washi

¢ story of the hunt.for them reads like a science fiction

riller.

The U.S. Air Force has asked
A LE ySUETy. dy
ate but not frantic attention.”

its physicists to help solve
VII[ BIVE N€ matcter —ade-

U

Between 1.30 a.m. and 5 a.m. today, Civil Aeronautics Administra-
n radar operators at Washington reported scores of sightings of
ysterious objects—as many as 12 on the radar screen at once. Buf
airliner directed toward ome sighting —

| They are strips of alu-
minium foil released over
Canada during a recent
test of air defences
there:

They are meteorological
balloons many miles up

hey appeared to be
velling at from 90 to
mph In a 15-mile-
g area. The radar
een did not give their

r Force officers insist
is no military secret

y are some kind of
ysical phenomena —

National Library of Australia

ut their quest for in-
mation about the |
cers.”

me Air Force sees these |
ihlliticsnhehind the lat- |

—possible but mot prob-
able, the Air Force savs,
because it should know
. about the release of the
balloons.

But the Ali Force has
dropped its earlier attitude
that the so-called saucers
| — whatever they are —do

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article244372098
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e lIKClIest DeR;

fighters were
to Investigate last

he Air Defence Com-
i said: “"We were loo
with other things,
besides those things
not hurting any-
[

rlier last night an Air
¢ spokesman had said
fighter aireraft had
placed on a 24-hour
to investigate any un-
aerial objects.

t night's *“saucers”
reported in the same
as that in which a
pilot last Baturda{ re-
; sighting eady
I]ght& " but his 600
. aircraft could not
in on them.
Washington today, at
ess conference, Major-
pral  John Samturd
tor of Air Force In-
ence, sald: "Six year
ysis of mysterious ob-
sightings have reveal-
o0 pattern that shows
hing remotely consis-
with any menace to
Inited States.”

tions rfom the world’s
about recent alarms
unexplained radar
other sightings.

n. Samford sald be-
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'not exist,

O FIGHTER PROBE

LNese were umdmtlﬂed‘
mninl:,' from lack uf infor-|

mation by the “saucer”|
Ispﬂtterq

General Samford said his|
'permnal inion was that|
the unexp ained “blips” of
light ap?earing on radar-
scopes at Washington air-
port were causcd by tem-
perature inversions.

He and another spokes-
man ¢xplained that radar
disturbances could be
caused by sudden changes
in temperature,

Most of the saucers re-
ported in the past five
yvears had turned out to be
friendly aircraft, hoaxes. or
meteorological or electronic

Dr. I. M. Levitt, Direc-
tor of Fels Planetarium, at
' Philadelphia, sald j e t
pilots had seen “mysterious
objects” over Washington|
because of the extremely
hot weather.

He said weather condi-
tions that caused optical
mirages caused radar- and
television mirages as well.

“The objects will disap-
pear as soon as weather
conditions over Washing-
ton change," he said.

tween 1000 and 2000 reports |
had been studied by Air,
Force investigators. Fewer
than 20 per cent. of the|
[TEPOriea aeridl objects re-|
imained unidentified, ‘
t These were unidentified|

|vvairmle Fomsa Taole of fomfee |
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